102    raid—then another five for that one.   The result was that
the whole community became hostile.
First of all, they must have money and then the situ-
ation could be bettered. PilsudsM had tried to find new
sources of revenue. He had appealed to some of the
aristocrats, to large landowners and important indus-
trialists; they all refused pointblank, without discus-
sion. He had gone to wealthy Poles in St. Petersburg,
without success. He appealed to the Poles in America
where there was a strong organization of workmen who
sympathized with his plans and sent what money they
could. Reaction had the upper hand and their raids
must stop; but it would never do to permit people to
say Bojowka stopped because of failures. He wanted
one big, successful stroke, a crowning glory to this
chapter in the story of their work, then suddenly ter-
roristic acts would cease and he would liquidate Bojowka.
In October of 1907 he began planning the Bezdany
raid which took place the following September. He
determined to lead it himself. Always before his friends
had forbidden that, saying that his face was too well
known and the police would redouble their efforts, once
they knew he was taking part in an attack. They
yielded now, since this was to be the last.
Due to some international situation, it was known
that large sums of gold were being sent to Eussia from
abroad. It was shipped to Wilno from various cities
in Europe, and thence by the one direct line to St. Peters-
burg—a long distance, always one night on the way.
That answered the first question—they must find a
place near Wilno.
It had many points in its favor. It was in Lithuania
where there had been no raids; where police and gen-
darmes were fewer in number and less efficient; where
the population was less dense and escape would be
easier. PilsudsM knew this neighborhood thoroughly, as
did some of Ms colleagues. In October two of them went

